
BEYOND BLESSED 





 
 
 
The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your 
country, your people and your father’s 
household and go to the land I will show 
you. 
 

Genesis 12:1-4a 



“I will make you into a great nation and I 
will bless you; I will make your name great, 
and you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and whoever curses you I 
will curse; and all people on earth will be 
blessed through you.” 

Genesis 12:1-4 (cont.) 



So Abram left, as the LORD had told him. 

Genesis 12:1-4a (cont.) 





God starts with an invitation 

“…Leave your country, your people, and your 
father’s household… 

… and go to the land I will show you.” 

(Gen. 12:1) 



God starts with an invitation 

God initiates this interaction with Abram. God 
pursues a relationship with Abram. God extends 
an offer to Abram to join with him on an epic 
adventure. 

But God DOES NOT force himself on Abram. 

God is creating the context for God’s love, grace, 
mercy, and holiness to encounter His creation. 



God makes an amazing promise 

“I will make you into a great nation” 

“I will bless you” 

“I will make your name great” 

“I will bless those who bless you and curse those 
who curse you” 

“All people on earth will be blessed through you” 

(Gen. 12:2-3) 



God makes an amazing promise 

In establishing a covenant with Abram (and his 
descendants), God offers Abram what we all 
crave: 

• A place to live and thrive 

• The security of community, prosperity, and 
prominence 

AND, will be with Abram. 



God waits for Abram’s response 

“So Abram left, as the LORD had told him…” 

(Gen. 12:4a) 



God waits for Abram’s response 

Again, God is not going to force himself upon 
us. That’s not who God is. It’s not how God 
works.  

God waits for Abram – and Abram responds 
with faithful obedience. 

God wants Abram (and us) to choose God over 
and above anything else. 



So what does this all have to do 
with Thanksgiving, anyway? 

• How we respond to the invitation(s) of God 
is critical!  

• Blessings of all kinds should be treasured – 
and understood as God’s present activity in 
our lives.  

• God desires that our blessings, our “holy and 
set-apartness” move us into the loving 
service – the blessing – of others. 



Your Thanksgiving Challenge 

As you take time to reflect on all that you have 
to be thankful for this holiday season – consider 
how God might want to use you to bless others. 

But don’t just consider it – DO IT!  

Love God. Love Others. Everyday. 




