


James 1:12-18
Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, 

having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of 

life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.

When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” 

For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt 

anyone; but each person is tempted when they are 

dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. Then, 

after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when 

it is full-grown, gives birth to death.

Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. Every 

good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 

Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like 

shifting shadows. He chose to give us birth through the word 

of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he 

created.



Psalm 103:8-12
The Lord is compassionate and gracious,

slow to anger, abounding in love.

He will not always accuse,

nor will he harbor his anger forever;

he does not treat us as our sins deserve

or repay us according to our iniquities.

For as high as the heavens are above the earth,

so great is his love for those who fear him;

as far as the east is from the west,

so far has he removed our transgressions from us.



Matthew 20:1-15
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who 

went out early in the morning to hire workers for his 

vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day 

and sent them into his vineyard. “About nine in the 

morning he went out and saw others standing in the 

marketplace doing nothing. He told them, ‘You also go 

and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 

right.’ So they went. “He went out again about noon and 

about three in the afternoon and did the same 

thing. About five in the afternoon he went out and found 

still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have 

you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 

“‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. “He said 

to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 



Matthew 20:1-15 cont.
“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to 

his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, 

beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the 

first.’

“The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon 

came and each received a denarius. So when those 

came who were hired first, they expected to receive 

more. But each one of them also received a 

denarius. When they received it, they began to 

grumble against the landowner. ‘These who were hired 

last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have 

made them equal to us who have borne the burden of 

the work and the heat of the day.’ 



Matthew 20:1-15 cont.
“But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to 

you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? Take 

your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired 

last the same as I gave you. Don’t I have the right to do 

what I want with my own money? Or are you envious 

because I am generous?’ 



Psalm 23

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures;

he leads me beside still waters;

he restores my soul.

He leads me in right paths

for his name’s sake.

Even though I walk through the darkest valley,

I fear no evil;

for you are with me;

your rod and your staff—

they comfort me.



Psalm 23 cont.

You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord

my whole life long.




